
Dear Parents, Students, and Staff, 

All public schools in Massachusetts will be closed for in-person education until at least May 

4th per Governor Baker’s order in response to the Coronavirus outbreak. As you know, we 

moved from the four walls of the classroom environment to the online learning platform to 

continue education on Tuesday, March 17th. I also applaud our faculty for their hard work 

and dedication. I am so glad to see HCSS students have successfully completed their 

second week at HCSS Virtual School and made a nice smooth transition in online learning. 

They joined live sessions, watched pre-recorded teachers’ lessons, and completed their 

assignments on Google Classrooms at an introductory level. 

Starting this week, students will be exposed to slightly more challenging assignments and 

classes to master grade-level skills in order to be ready for the next school year. Students 

will be assigned to complete higher-order thinking projects, analytic essays, presentations, 

and assessments. Student grades will be posted on PowerSchool and report cards will be 

sent at the end of the marking period. We ask our parents and students to follow the 

guidelines listed below: 

Core classes(English, Math, Science, SS/History, and all AP Courses) 

● Students are expected to pause, rewind, and rewatch the pre-recorded video 

lessons and Nearpod presentations as needed and take notes to understand the key 

concepts. 

● Attend at least two live sessions during the week with each of your core teachers to 

answer your questions and join discussions. 

● Submit your assignments in google classroom 

● Your participation in pre-recorded video lessons, live sessions, and assignments is 

required and will be graded. 

● There will be no Quarter-Final. Students will be assigned alternative assessments 

including essays, projects, presentations, and online quizzes. 

● All core classes are required. 



Middle School Non-Core Classes(Computer Science, Art, Music, PE) 

● One non-graded assignment will be posted on Google Classroom weekly. 

● Students can contact their teachers via email if they have questions. 

● All non-core classes are optional. 

High School Elective Courses 

● Graded assignments and teacher lessons will be posted once a week on Google 

Classrooms.  

● Students will earn credit as part of their graduation requirements upon completion of 

the elective courses. 

● There will be one 30min live session on Thursdays between 2:00pm-2:30pm with the 

teacher if the students have questions. 

● All elective classes are required as part of the high school graduation requirement. 

SPED, ELL and Counseling Services 

● SPED and ELL teachers will be available everyday between 12:00pm-12:30pm. 

● In-Class support teachers will also be available for tutoring. 

● Counselors are also available between 12:00pm-12:30pm. You can also schedule 

individual meetings with your counselors. 

Fitness Class 

● HCSS will be offering Fitness classes for middle and high school students separately 

starting on April 6th. 

● PE teachers will have a 30 min fitness class every day. 

● Fitness classes will take place everyday between 1:30-2:00 via Zoom 

● Classes are optional but highly recommended. 

Online Clubs 



● HCSS will be offering online clubs starting on April 6th. 

● Students have an opportunity to join a variety of online clubs via Zoom. A list of clubs 

will be posted on HCSS Virtual School website. 

● Clubs will be 30 min every day between 1:00 pm-1:30 pm. 

● Clubs are optional but recommended. 

 

 

 

This  is a sample 10th grade student weekly schedule for online classes: 

Hours/Days Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10:00-10:30 ELA ELA ELA ELA ELA 

10:30-11:00 Math Math Math Math Math 

11:00-11:30 SS/History SS/History SS/History SS/History SS/History 

11:30-12:00 Science Science Science Science Science 

12:00-12:30 AP/SPED/ELL AP/SPED/ELL AP/SPED/ELL AP/SPED/ELL AP/SPED/ELL 

1:00-1:30 Clubs 

1:30-2:00 Fitness Class 

2:00-2:30    Electives 
(High 

School) 

 

Counseling Open sessions every day at 12:00pm and individual meeting requests are 
appointments only. Please check the HCSS Virtual School website “For 
Parents” section. 

Note: Please check your child’s schedule on your school website. 

In a virtual learning environment, students will need to take responsibility for their work 
and engagement. We have designed HCSS Virtual School website for online learning 
and recent updates as well as your questions. I encourage all parents and students 



to visit www.hampdencharter.org/virtualschool on a regular basis to get recent 
updates, learn online classes, services, guidance, online clubs, and fitness. You 
may call the HCSS Hotlines and contact your teachers and school directors if you have 
any questions. 
 
In closing, we wish you and your family the very best.  Please follow the CDC guidelines 
using social distancing and hygiene protocols. Remember, life will get back to normal 
eventually, but hopefully, after this experience is over, our lives will include more 
appreciation of our blessings and our freedoms. I am confident HCSS will bring 
everyone’s strengths together and get through these difficult times. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tarkan Topcuoglu 
Superintendent/CEO 

http://www.hampdencharter.org/virtualschool

